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Overview 
The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a voluntary program that provides technical 
and financial assistance to eligible landowners to restore, enhance, and protect wetlands. 
Landowners have the option of enrolling eligible lands through permanent easements, 
30-year easements, and restoration cost-share agreements. 
 
In 2002, NRCS of South Dakota received 14 applications for permanent easements and 
4 applications for 30-year easements.  All applications were approved, involving more 
than 2,000 acres, while obligating $1.1 million.  The easement value in South Dakota is 
based on soil productivity ratings to achieve the fair market agricultural value according 
to property taxation procedures.  
 
Accomplishments 
Since 1997, nearly 33,600 acres in South Dakota have been enrolled in WRP through 
369 permanent and 30-year contracts.   
 
Program Benefits 
South Dakota makes WRP funding decisions at least twice a year.  Landowner interest 
in easements remains high.  The majority of the requests come from a 25-county area in 
eastern South Dakota known as the “Prairie Pothole Region.”  This area of the state 
provides nesting and habitat cover for waterfowl.  
 
State Contact 
Mike Kuck, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, at (605) 352-1206.    
 
 
  
 

 

Customer Focus — 
Lauren and LaDonna Christensen 
have farmed in Moody County for 
decades. They purchased this 
particular property several years ago 
with the intention of restoring it.  
The bottomland field used to be 
cropped, but had a tendency to flood. 
Logs would wash onto the field. With 
the Big Sioux River running along 
the eastern edge, Lauren converted 
the less productive property in 
exchange for aesthetics and a place 
for relaxation. 
 
Through the technical assistance 
provided by the local NRCS staff, 
Lauren was able to accomplish his 
goals.  The staff designed a 
restoration plan for the area that was 
tailored to the Christensen's goals.   
 
The Wetland Reserve Program 
(WRP) worked well in conjunction 
with the Emergency Wetland 
Reserve Protection (EWRP) which 
protected the flooded bottomland 
cropland.  The cropland was subject 
to sediment and scour erosion and 
now is being protected by established 
native grasses of Prairie cordgrass, 
Switchgrass, and Western 
wheatgrass. 
 
The landowner has made a special 
effort to work through complexities 
to protect the area.  Ninety percent of 
the quarter section is protected 
through EWP and WRP.  Several 
cultural resources sites were 
identified and are being protected 
through this program.  One 
particular site along the river served 
as a crossing for Native Americans 
and early settlers.  

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family 
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

 


